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Adriana Altaras 
 

Die jüdische Souffleuse 

The Jewish Prompter  

 

Novel – 208 pages 
ISBN 978-3-462-05199-5 
Hardcover 
 
Publication: October 2018 
 

English sample translation available 

 
“Fate has a great sense of humor” 
 
The first-person narrator of this novel is called Adriana Altaras and, with tragicomic charm, she 
describes the absurdities of daily life in the theater, an unexpected family reunion and why the 
Shoah, the tragedy of the 20

th
 century, is at the epicenter of her work. 

 
Adriana Altaras loves to direct operas. But there’s one thing she realizes again and again: In 
order to do so, you have to make sacrifices. Weeks spent stuck in the German boondocks, 
drowning homesickness in sweet-and-sour sauce at the local Chinese restaurant, memorizing 
42 names and life stories within 24 hours, forbidding French kissing on stage and, if necessary, 
rescuing the stage manager from the fly floor. 
 
During rehearsals for Mozart’s The Abduction from the Seraglio, the biggest challenge turns out 
to be the prompter, of all people. Susanne, known as Sissele, has read Adriana’s books and is 
convinced that she alone can help. For decades, Sissele has been searching, in vain, for her 
relatives, who were scattered to the four winds after World War II. Now she wants to make one 
final attempt – with the help of Adriana Altaras. Together they set off on an adventurous trip 
across Germany, the past and present intermingle, as do unforgettable stories of survival and 
those of later generations. A captivating and touching work of profound humanity. 
 
 
 
Adriana Altaras, born in Zagreb in 1960, moved to Italy in 1964 
and later to Germany. She studied acting in Berlin and New York, 
appeared in movie and television productions and has worked as 
a theater and opera director since the 1990s. She has received 
numerous awards, including the German Film Award, the Theater 
Award of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia and the Silver Bear 
for her acting. She published the memoirs Titos Brille (“Tito’s 
Glasses”, 2012), which sold more than 200,000 copies, and 
Doitscha – Eine jüdische Mutter packt aus (“Doitscha – A Jewish 
Mother Tells All”, 2014). The essay collection Das Meer und ich 
waren im besten Alter (“The Sea and I Were in Our Prime”) was 
published in 2017. Adriana Altaras lives with her family in Berlin. 
 
Rights to her books have been sold to Croatia and Italy. 

 
© Gene Glover 
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Maxim Biller 
 

Sechs Koffer 

Six Suitcases 
 

Novel – 208 pages 
ISBN 978-3-462-05086-8 
Hardcover  
 
Publication: August 2018 
SPIEGEL-bestseller 
Recommended for translation by New Books in German 
English sample translation available 

 
A literary tour de force about a family secret, told from six points-of-view 
 
Every family has secrets and rumors that survive from one generation to the next. Sometimes 
they are a matter of life and death. In his new novel, Maxim Biller writes about one such rumor, 
whose evil power reaches all the way to the present. 
 
Sechs Koffer is the story of a Russian-Jewish family fleeing from East to West, from Moscow via 
Prague to Hamburg and Zurich. Told from six points-of-view, the novel recounts a major betrayal 
– a denunciation. The victim: the narrator’s grandfather, who was executed in the Soviet Union 
in 1960. The suspects: his own relatives.  
Who betrayed Shmil Grigorevich? Was it one of his attractive, talented sons? Was it his ambi-
tious, sorrowful daughter-in-law? Or is it ultimately he himself, the black-market dealer and be-
nevolent family patriarch, who is responsible for his having been arrested by the KGB and sen-
tenced to death?  
 
Maxim Biller’s new novel is a psychological family drama and literary masterpiece that leaves 
readers with the existential question: How would they behave if they had to save their own life – 
like a hero or a traitor? 
 
 
“This novel is an elaborately cut gemstone. Different facets keep catching the light, different 
sides breaking through, yet another polished face. It encloses an era, the hardness of an age, 
so mysteriously limpid.” – Robert Menasse 
 
 
Maxim Biller, born in Prague in 1960, has been living in Germany 
since 1970. His books have been translated into 16 languages. His 
most recent works include the memoir Der gebrauchte Jude (“The 
Second-Hand Jew”) published in 2009, the novella Im Kopf von Bru-
no Schulz (“Inside the Head of Bruno Schulz”) published in 2013 and 
the novel Biografie (“Biography”) published in 2016. In 2018, he held 
the poetics lectureship at the university of Heidelberg. 
 
Rights to his books have been sold to Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, France, Great Britain, Greece, Hungary, Israel, Italy, 
Korea, the Netherlands, Poland, Spain (Spanish and  
Catalan), Sweden and the USA. 

 
© Christian Werner 

Shortlisted for the 
German Book Prize 

2018 
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Karen Duve 
 

Fräulein Nettes kurzer Sommer 

Fräulein Nette’s Short Summer 

 

Novel – 592 pages 
ISBN 978-3-86971-138-6 
Hardcover (Galiani Berlin) 
 
Publication: September 2018 
 

English sample translation available 

 
A young poetess who refuses to toe the line and a disastrous emotional entanglement – 
Karen Duve’s mercilessly realistic account of Annette von Droste-Hülshoff’s life story 
  
Twenty-three years old, fierce, stubborn and sassy, Fräulein Nette is the black sheep that refus-
es to fit in with the herd of her aristocratic relatives. While her aunts and cousins sit dutifully by 
the fireplace embroidering, she ventures into the marl pits armed with a pickaxe to quarry for 
minerals. The hems of her dresses are basically perpetually soiled. But the worst thing is her 
sharp tongue. When her uncle August’s artist friends visit to talk about art and politics, she 
weighs in, uninvited. The mere sight of her sends some men into a panic. She is an enfant terri-
ble – though apparently not in everyone’s eyes. Heinrich Straube, a brilliantly eccentric poet, for 
one, finds his best friend’s niece extremely compelling. And his overtures to her in the family 
greenhouse remain anything but unreciprocated. But he isn’t the only one. What ensues is a 
romantic catastrophe with a familial conflagration. 

Karen Duve, born in Hamburg in 1961, today lives in Branden-
burg. She has won numerous awards. Many of her novels were 
bestsellers, among them Regenroman (“Rain”) and Taxi and 
have been translated into 14 languages. In 2011, she published a 
first non-fiction book Anständig essen. Ein Selbstversuch (“Eating 
Well”). Her last novel Macht (published in GB under the title “The 
Prepper Room”) received the Kassel Literary Prize for Grotesque 
Humor 2017. 
 
 
Rights to her books have been sold to China, Czech Repub-
lic, Denmark, Finland, France, Great Britain, Hungary, Israel, 
Italy, Korea, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Serbia, Slove-
nia, Spain, Sweden, Taiwan and Turkey. 

 
© Thomas Müller 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Now also handled by K&W: rights to Karen Duve’s first novel Regenroman 
(„Rain“), first published in 1999. 
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Burghart Klaußner 
 

Vor dem Anfang 

Before the Beginning 

 

Novel – 176 pages 
ISBN 978-3-462-05156-8 
Hardcover 
 
Publication: September 2018 
 
English sample translation available 

 

A powerful debut about two German soldiers trying to escape the downfall of Berlin  
 
Berlin, April 1945: In the final hours before the Soviet troops are closing in and all hell breaks loose, 
two German soldiers receive an assignment that takes them straight into the heart of the danger.  
 
Fritz and Schultz both managed to survive the war by keeping their heads down. They are neverthe-
less caught unawares on the homestretch, when they are tasked with bringing their unit’s cash box to 
the Reich Air Ministry to Berlin-Mitte – straight across the ravaged city – with rickety bicycles as their 
only means of transport. But Fritz has a plan of his own: to somehow muddle through to Lake Wann-
see, where his sailboat from better days lies moored, and to ride out the storm by hiding there. 
 
Vor dem Anfang (“Before the Beginning”) is the story of the involuntary shared destiny of two men who 
could hardly be more different, yet suddenly find themselves dependent on each other, for better or 
worse. A gripping debut about the end of the world and the hope of a new beginning, suffused with 
darkness – but also warmth and subtle humor. 
 

 

 

 

 
Burghart Klaußner graduated from the Max Reinhardt Drama 
School in Berlin and studied German literature and theater studies. 
He went on to appear on almost every major German-language 
stage. He acted in numerous series and films, such as the Oscar®-
nominated “The White Ribbon” which received the Palme d’or at the 
Cannes Film Festival. For his role in "The White Ribbon", Klaußner 
received the Best Actor Award from the German Film Critics Asso-
ciation in 2009.  He is a member of the Freie Akademie der Künste 
Hamburg and the German Film Academy, where he has been serv-
ing on the Board since 2010. Burghart Klaußner also works as a 
writer and director. 
He lives with his family in Hamburg. Vor dem Anfang (“Before the 
Beginning”) is his first novel. He will be one of the first stipends at 
the Thomas-Mann-Villa in Los Angeles at the end of the year 2018.  
  

© Gene Glover 
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Michael Kleeberg 
 

Der Idiot des 21. Jahrhunderts 
The 21st-Century Idiot  

 

Novel – 464 pages 
ISBN 978-3-86971-139-3 
Hardcover (Galiani Berlin)  
 
Publication: August 2018 
 
Recommended for translation by New Books in German 
English and Arabic sample translations available  

 
Michael Kleeberg recounts stories and fates in a globalized world, transforming the major 
questions of our time into gripping literature 
 
In a kaleidoscopic novel composed of 12 books and inspired by classic oriental and occidental texts, 
Michael Kleeberg tells the stories of a group of friends from very different cultural backgrounds: Her-
mann, a German philosophy teacher; Maryam, an Iranian singer; Younes, a Lebanese pastor; Zyg-
munt, a Polish handyman; Bernhard, a director of an association for youth social work; Ulla, his wife; 
and Kadmos, an Arab poet. Kleeberg’s book is set in the West and in the East as well as in the realm 
of myths; he combines different points-of-view and genres into a big, multi-perspectival whole that 
does justice to the questions and insecurities of the present.  
 
 
“A 21st-century west-eastern divan – following in Goethe’s footsteps, Michael Kleeberg collects twelve 
stories that include all the problems and conflicts of our era: terrorism, fundamentalism, the clash of 
civilizations. From Lebanon and Iran all the way to the Hessian provinces – in the end, the vision of a 
humanist utopia emerges in which people can be friends with each other despite all their differences. 
A major, ambitious coup of world literature!“ – Deutschlandradio Kultur 
 
 
"Michael Kleeberg has this willingness to forget his identity (not his existence or culture). He is willing 
to approach the other without readymade categories." – Abbas Beydoun 
 
 
 
 
Michael Kleeberg was born in Stuttgart in 1959 and now lives in Berlin, 
where he works as a writer and translator (of Marcel Proust, John Dos 
Passos, Graham Greene and Paul Bowles, among others). His work, 
including Ein Garten im Norden (“A Garden in the North”) and 
Vaterjahre (“Father Years”), has been translated into eight languages. 
He received the Friedrich Hölderlin Prize 2015 and the literature prize of 
the Konrad Adenauer Foundation 2016. In 2017, he held the Frankfurt 
lectureship in poetics. 
 
Rights to his books have been sold to Denmark, Egypt, France, 
Greece, Iran, Japan, Syria and the USA. 

 
© Lothar Koethe 

 

Shortlisted for the  
Wilhelm Raabe Literary 

Prize 2018 
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Hilmar Klute 
 

Was dann nachher so schön fliegt 
What Flies So Nicely Afterwards 
 

Novel – 368 pages 
ISBN 978-3-86971-178-2 
Hardcover (Galiani Berlin) 
 
Publication: August 2018 
 
 

 

“Maybe this is how you should live, exactly like this!! Flooring the gas pedal, an unfil-
tered cigarette perpetually between your lips” 
 
Volker Winterberg works as a community service volunteer in a retirement home and writes 
poetry in his spare time. He dreams of becoming a poet like Peter Rühmkorf and the writers of 
Group 47. But, for now, he still has to spend the early mornings preparing his seniors for the 
day. He spends the rest of the time drinking, smoking and writing in bars, his nights often in 
strangers’ beds. A short hitchhiking trip to Paris without money inspires him to write his best 
poems yet – and then he wins a chance to participate in a meeting for emerging writers in 
West Berlin. In the divided city, he meets Heiner Müller, the young, peculiar poet Thomas and, 
most importantly, Katja, who joins Volker on excursions to the Wall and writes him love letters 
after he returns home. When Volker travels to Berlin a second time, he embarks on a turbulent 
adventure with Katja and a convoluted Odyssey through the old West Berlin. 
 
An atmospherically dense novel about the passion for literature and writing that paints a 
unique panorama of postwar German literature.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hilmar Klute edits the Süddeutsche Zeitung column Streiflicht. 
Among the books he has published is the critical essay Wir Aus-
gebrannten (“We, The Burned-out Ones”). In 2015, Galiani pub-
lished his biography of Ringelnatz, War einmal ein Bumerang 
(“There Once Was a Boomerang”). Hilmar Klute lives in Berlin 
and Paris. 
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Michael Kumpfmüller 
 

Tage mit Ora 

Days with Ora  
 

Novel – 192 pages 
ISBN 978-3-462-05104-9 
Hardcover  
 
Publication: August 2018 
 
English sample translation available 
#7 SWR List of Best Books October 2018 

 
Two urban neurotics test their relationship potential on a spontaneous trip  
 
A woman and a man decide to set off for two weeks on the West Coast of the United States – 
nothing unusual, apart from the fact that they hardly know each other.  
 
The couturier Ora and the narrator of the novel met at a wedding party. Both are experts in 
romantic catastrophes and moderately optimistic at best. Not surprisingly, their relationship 
takes a slow start, but they nevertheless decide to go on an adventure together. Their stops 
along the way are places from Ora’s favorite song, June on the West Coast by Bright Eyes – 
that’s as much planning as they’ve done. Nothing can really come out of this trip – or maybe 
something can. That’s what they want to find out.  
 
With a wonderfully light touch and delicate humor, Michael Kumpfmüller shows us what hap-
pens when two people begin, slowly but surely, to open up to each other in the middle of an 
unfamiliar environment. Their road trip turns into a Woody-Allenesque comedy of finding and 
missing each other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Michael Kumpfmüller was born in Munich in 1961 and works as a 
freelance writer in Berlin. In 2000, he published his first literary 
work, the celebrated novel Hampels Fluchten (“Hampel’s Es-
capes”), followed in 2003 by his second novel Durst (“Thirst”) and 
in 2008 by Nachricht an alle (“Message to All”), which won the Al-
fred Döblin Prize before publication. His novel Die Herrlichkeit des 
Lebens (“The Glory of Life”) became a bestseller and has been 
translated into 25 languages. Most recently, in 2016, he published 
the novel Die Erziehung des Mannes (“The Education of a Man”). 
 
Rights to his books have been sold to Belarus, Brazil, Bulgar-
ia, China, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Egypt, France, 
Finland, Georgia, Great Britain, Greece, Hungary, Israel, Iran, 
Italy, Korea, the Netherlands, Poland, Romania, Russia, Spain, 
Sweden, Taiwan, Turkey, Vietnam and the USA.  

© Joachim Gern 

 

  

By the author of the 
international bestseller 

Die Herrlichkeit des  
Lebens 
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Tanja Maljartschuk 
 

Blauwal der Erinnerung 

The Blue Whale of Memories 
 

Novel, translated from the Ukrainian (“Zabuttya”) 
Approx. 256 pages 
Hardcover  
 
Publication: Spring 2019 
 
English sample translation available 
 

 
A moving novel about a young woman’s quest for her identity within a society that has forgot-
ten its past  
 
The author´s original Ukrainian publisher describes the novel as follows: "What is time if not a whale 
that swallows everything. How many lives of outstanding Ukrainians turned into that swallowed plank-
ton. It is impossible to snatch them from the oblivion, unless someone living feels the urgent need to 
remember. In this novel, the renowned forgotten one is Vyacheslav Lypynsky (1882‒1931), Ukrainian 
historian of Polish origin, philosopher and unlucky politician, founder of the Ukrainian monarchism. His 
life was a continuous sacrifice for the sake of the idea. But the blue whale of the Ukrainian memory 
devoured him as well. The author narrates the story about this man through a young woman, our con-
temporary who explores old newspapers to find out her own identity and to come in touch with the 
past cut out from history as if from a movie tape." 
 
In the frame plot of the novel, we meet the first-person narrator who suffers from panic attacks and 
intensively engages herself with the life of Lypynsky, a national hero for the Ukrainian people until 
today. The internal plot then follows the politician´s life who was a very disputatious man and wanted 
to lead the Ukraine to independence. He died at the age of only 49.  
 
“The 2016 winner of BBC Book of the Year raises very important questions – about memory, about 
how the past relates to the present, and about self-identification of a society and of people within it.” 
(Artyom Liss, Europe Region Editor, BBC World Service) 
 
 
Tanja Maljartschuk was born in the Ukraine in 1983. 
She studied Ukrainian philology and worked as a TV 
journalist for a couple of years. She lives in Vienna/ 
Austria since 2011 and received several awards and 
stipends. Her first book was published in 2004, for the 
novel Zabuttya (“The Blue Whale of Memories”), she 
received the BBC Ukrainian Book of the Year Award 
2016 
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/latestnews/2016/
ukrainian-book-of-the-year).  
She received the Ingeborg Bachmann Prize 2018 for 
her short story “Frösche im Meer” (“Frogs in the Sea”).  
 
Foreign rights are with Kiepenheuer & Witsch 
except for the Ukrainian language. 
 

 
© Michael Schwarz 

 

Awardee of the 
Bachmann 

Prize 2018 
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Verena Roßbacher 
 

Ich war Diener im Hause Hobbs 

I was a Servant in the Hobbs Household 
 

Novel – 560 pages 
ISBN 978-3-462-04826-1 
Hardcover 
 
Publication: August 2018 
 
Recommended for translation by New Books in German 
English sample translation available 

 
A scandal and a sudden death shake up Zurich’s best circles  
 
It was Christian, a young servant to the lawyer Hobbs’s family, who discovered the corpse next to 
the blood-spattered chaise longue in the garden pavilion. Years later he looks back and tries to 
understand how this catastrophe was able to come to pass. Yet his memory is unreliable – so 
nothing is as it initially seems in this thornily sinister and beguilingly light-footed novel. 
 
Seemingly at random, memories of his youth edge their way into his reconstruction of the past: 
Four eccentrically provincial youths dressed in fabulous suits sit by the summer lake reciting 
Zweig and Hesse, harboring their very own theory about curly-haired women and that wonderful 
feeling that all of this is just the beginning. Christian tells of how the sworn friends drifted apart, of 
his early days as a servant in Zurich, when the Hobbs family’s idyll of abundance still seemed 
intact, of confusing nightly room visits and of the fatal moment when the captivating lady of the 
house runs into Christian’s old friends and suddenly everything is hanging by a thread. In the 
course of plumbing the depths of his guilt, he stumbles upon a big secret. 
 
Verena Roßbacher’s third novel is brimming with psychological brilliance and spot-on humor. 
 
 
 
 
Verena Roßbacher was born in Bludenz/Vorarlberg in 1979 and 
grew up in Austria and Switzerland. She studied philosophy, 
German language and literature and theology in Zurich and at 
the German Institute for Literature in Leipzig. Ich war 
Diener im Hause Hobbs is her third novel published by Kie-
penheuer & Witsch, after her debut Verlangen nach Drachen 
(“Desire for Dragons”), published in 2009 and Schwätzen und 
Schlachten (“Small Talk and Skirmishes”), published in 2014. 
 
Rights to her book Verlangen nach Drachen have been sold 
to Hungary. 

 
© Joachim Gern 
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Wilhelm Raabe Literary 
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Frank Schulz 
 

Anmut und Feigheit 

Grace and Cowardice 
 

Short Stories – 336 pages 
ISBN 978-3-86971-173-7 
Hardcover (Galiani Berlin)  
 
Publication: August 2018 
 

 
A collection of stories about the many facets of love 
 
Love strikes us all – and it usually isn’t a walk in the park, especially as the years go by. Frank 
Schulz follows his protagonists like a private detective, holding their souls under a magnifying 
glass – but never recoiling from what he finds.  
 
A junior-senior (just 60) surrenders to a game of verbal ping-pong via text message with his 
young girlfriend that is so evenly nasty that we’re completely charmed: this must be true love 
after all! A man and a woman write each other letters, which the respective recipient may only 
open 20 years later. In general: getting older is decidedly not a peaceful matter. When, for 
example, your eyes and memory have gone just enough that, like the entrepreneur’s widow, 
you aren’t completely sure whether your husband fell into the ravine while hiking – or whether 
you yourself gave him a little push. 
 
A wonderful collection of stories about the weaknesses of being in love, the cowardice of ego, 
the brutal outgrowths of loneliness and the heartrending moments of truth. 
 
 
 
 
 
Frank Schulz was born in 1957 and has received numerous 
awards for his novels, including the Hubert Fichte Prize 2004, 
the Irmgard Heilmann Prize 2006 and the Kassel Literature Prize 
for grotesque humor 2015. In 2012, he published Onno Viets 
und der Irre vom Kiez (“Onno Viets and the Neighborhood Mad-
man”), in 2015, Onno Viets und das Schiff der baumelnden 
Seelen (“Onno Viets and the Ship of Dangling Souls”) and, in 
2016, Onno Viets und der weiße Hirsch (“Onno Viets and the 
White Stag”). 

 
© Gunter Gluecklich 
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Philipp Schwenke 

 

Das Flimmern der Wahrheit über der 
Wüste  

The Shimmer of Truth over the Desert 

Novel – 592 pages 
ISBN 978-3-462-05107-0 
Hardcover 
 
Publication: September 2018 
 
English sample translation available 

 
Hilarious, smart and surprisingly up to date – the great novel about Karl May’s journey 
to the Orient in 1899 
 
For years, Karl May pretended to the world that he himself was Old Shatterhand – invincible 
adventurer, strapping tracker and Winnetou’s blood brother. Millions of readers believed in the 
veracity of the photos showing him dressed like a hero and devoured his American and Asian 
exploits – even though May virtually never ventured beyond his native region, Saxony. 
 
The first time he actually does leave Europe, he is almost 60 years old. For one and a half 
years, May – who supposedly speaks 800 languages, has crossed deserts and can take down 
an opponent with a single punch – travels across Asia, guidebook in hand. Yet everything dis-
appoints him – the countries, the sights and above all the man he too had come to believe was 
Old Shatterhand: he himself. But when the newspapers back home launch a manhunt for him 
Karl May is suddenly forced to become an even greater hero than he has always pretended to 
be. Maybe this will allow him to save his reputation – or at least his honor. 
 
This dazzling story of Karl May’s Asia trip in 1899 is based on facts – and on alternative facts 
that, in any event, are truer than anything Karl May himself ever claimed. 
 
“A wonderful idea; I really want to read this novel.” – Nick Hornby 
  
 
 
 
Philipp Schwenke was born in 1978 and works as a journalist 
and author in Berlin. Among other things, he is copy editor for 
the economics magazine Capital and writes the column 
Schwenke probiert for the monthly magazine Neon. Das Flim-
mern der Wahrheit über der Wüste (“The Shimmer of Truth 
over the Desert“) is Schwenke’s first novel. 

 
© Urban Zintel 
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Tijan Sila 
 

Die Fahne der Wünsche 

The Flag of Wishes  
 

Novel – 320 pages 
ISBN 978-3-462-05134-6 
Hardcover  
 
Publication: September 2018 
 
English sample translation available  

 
Political, tough and full of wit and heart: a story about survival and the search for  
happiness against all odds  
 
Molossia, a totalitarian state at the edge of Europe, is sinking into chaos. In the middle of it: a 
young athlete who learns not to give up even when there doesn’t seem to be anything left to 
gain. Tijan Sila’s second novel is a bitter-comical parable about the power and powerlessness 
of the individual in an amoral system in which everyone must take on guilt in order to survive. 
 
Times are dark when 16-year-old Ambrosio – who will go on to become a bike-racing legend 
nicknamed the “Golden One” – begins his career. His country, marked by decades of total 
isolation, is firmly in the hands of the Spiroistic party, which is using increasingly brutal meth-
ods to try to fight the rebelling youth gangs and Spiroistic factions. Ambrosio – who already 
has enough going on having his first sexual experiences with his girlfriend Betty and dreaming 
about competitions abroad – is questioned and beaten up by the regime’s henchmen. All be-
cause he discovered a new hobby: playing pinball machines. From one day to the next, the 
machines are deemed contrary to the national ethos and banned. When his trainer flees and 
the sports boarding school where he resides becomes populated by gymnasts and ballet 
dancers loyal to the party line, he finds himself increasingly under pressure. 
 
A story as only Tijan Sila can tell it: profound, touching and brimming with humor and literary 
power. 
 
 
Tijan Sila was born in Sarajevo in 1981 and emigrated to Germany 
with his family in 1994. He studied German language and literature 
and English language and literature in Heidelberg. Today, he lives 
in Kaiserslautern, where he works as a teacher in a vocational 
school. In spring 2017, Kiepenheuer & Witsch published his debut 
novel Tierchen unlimited (“Little Beasts, Unlimited”).  
 
Rights to his book Tierchen unlimited have been sold to  
Bosnia. 

 
© Miriam Stanke 
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Spreckelsen, Tilman / Menschik, Kat  
 

Der Held im Pardelfell. Eine georgi-
sche Sage von Schota Rustaweli  
The Knight in the Panther’s Skin.  
A Georgian Legend by Shota Rustaveli 
 

Saga – 208 pages 
ISBN 978-3-86971-174-4 
Hardcover (Galiani Berlin) 
 
Publication: August 2018 
 

 
The Georgian national epic retold and richly illustrated  
 
Passed down orally over centuries, formative for the self-image of an entire nation, and an 
enchanting tale of love and heroism: Tilman Spreckelsen and Kat Menschik have taken on the 
Georgian national epic, giving it a modern retelling in a wonderfully illustrated volume. 
 
Tinatin and Avtandil, Nestan Darejan and Tariel. Two pairs of lovers whose fates are inter-
twined in unexpected ways. The two women fall in love just as deeply as the two heroes, but 
they are the ones who call the shots – forcing Avtandil and Tariel to endure tough trials before 
finally truly winning over their beloveds. The poet Shota Rustaveli wrote the verses around 
1200, when Georgia became a major power under the reign of Queen Tamar. When the Mon-
golians brought this golden age to an abrupt end, this epic from better days only became even 
more important to the Georgians – and has remained so, all the way to the present. 
 
In her illustrations, Kat Menschik luxuriates in the medieval and oriental atmosphere, breathing 
new life into the old warriors. And Tilman Spreckelsen draws us straight into the heart of the 
drama around Avtandil and his friend Tariel, the unhappy lover in a panther’s skin. 

 
Tilman Spreckelsen works for the FAZ. He has 
published several anthologies and books. In 2014, 
Tilman Spreckelsen received the Theodor Storm 
Prize. 
 
Kat Menschik is a freelance illustrator. Many of her 
books have received the distinction of “most beauti-
ful book of the year.” With Galiani, she has pub-
lished among other works Der goldene Grubber in 
2014 and a series of illustrated classics (Poe / 
Shakespeare / Kafka).  
 

    

   

 
 
 
 
Also available at Galiani Berlin by Spreckelsen and 
Menschik: the Finnish national epic Kalevala and Der 
Mordbrand von Örnolfsdalur (“The Arson of 
Örnolfdalur and other Icelandic Sagas”). 

Georgia –  
Guest of Honour 

2018  
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Anne Chaplet 
 

Brennende Cevennen 

Burning Cévennes  

 

Crime Novel – 272 pages 
ISBN 978-3-462-05075-2 
Paperback 
 
Publication: August 2018 
 
 
 

 
A harrowing tragedy in a region steeped in history: Tori Godon’ second case 
 
When former lawyer Tori Godon is rudely awakened in the middle of the night, the sky over the 
small town of Belleville at the foot of the Cévennes is aglow a dirty red color. Fire: for centu-
ries, it has marked the landscape and people of the Vivarais region. Here, where countless 
mulberry trees once stood during the golden age of silkworm breeding, the wind now chases 
flames over the mountains and plains. Next to the charred remains of a trailer on a high plain, 
Tori finds the body of a dog. Its owner, the Swiss man Franco Jeger, has disappeared without 
a trace. Tori sets off in search of him. At her side: her own dog, July, and the former narcotics 
agent Nico. When she receives an anonymous threat, is shot at and another fire claims yet 
more victims, Tori suspects that paradise has collapsed. 
 
"Nobody describes this ambience as colourful and vibrant, as charming and full of empathy for 
the wild landscape and the local population of the Cévennes as Anne Chaplet."  
– Westdeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung on In tiefen Schluchten  
 
 
Anne Chaplet is Cora Stephan’s nom de plume, under which 
she has published 10 crime novels for which she won several 
awards. Cora Stephan is a journalist and writer. In 2016, Kie-
penheuer & Witsch published her novel Ab heute heiße ich 
Margo (“From Now on, Call Me Margo”). The first volume in 
the series with inspector Tori Godon, In tiefen Schluchten (“In 
Deep Ravines”) was published in 2017. 
 
 
 Other titles in the series: 

  

 
© Isolde Ohlbaum  
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Dinah Marte Golch 
 

Die fehlende Stunde 

The Missing Hour 
 

Crime Novel – 288 pages 
ISBN 978-3-462-04612-0 
Hardcover 
 
Publication: October 2018 
 

 
An unusual investigator-duo: brusque chief inspector Sigi Kamm and psychologist Alicia 
Behrens don’t care much for conventions 
 
On a hot July day in the middle of the summer holidays, two children disappear while playing in 
the woods. Shortly afterwards, a man dies when his rundown puppy mill goes up in flames. In 
the basement: traces of the missing children. 
 
The usually so brisk chief inspector Sigi Kamm finds himself face-to-face with a mystery: Why 
won’t the mothers of the two missing children speak? He enlists the psychologist Alicia Behrens, 
known for her unconventional therapeutic methods, for advice. Before long, tempers flare and 
sparks fly between the two. And, the closer they come to solving the case, the more the bounda-
ries blur between good and evil, guilt and innocence, friend and foe, truth and lies. 
 
A fast-paced conundrum and first-rate psychological thriller – Dinah Marte Golch skillfully toys 
with the reader’s expectations in this extremely suspenseful and cleverly composed case.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dinah Marte Golch was born in 1974. In 2011, she won the Adolf 
Grimme Award and German TV Crime Film Award for her screen-
play Tatort: Nie wieder frei sein. In 2013, she published her first 
novel, Wo die Angst ist (“Where Fear Lies”), which received the 
Stuttgart Wittwer Award for best debut. Over 50 of her screenplays 
have been made into episodes of Tatort and other television crime 
series. She is currently at work writing the second German series for 
Netflix, the crime drama Dogs of Berlin, which is being shot in the 
German capital. 

 
© Florian Froschmayer 
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Tom Hillenbrand 
 

Bittere Schokolade 

Bitter Chocolate 
 

Crime Novel – 320 pages 
ISBN 978-3-462-05073-8 
Hardcover 
 
Publication: November 2018 
 

 
Suspense, chocolate and crime – the perfect combination 
 
Luxemburg chef Xavier Kieffer didn’t plan on seeing his old flame, the pastry chef Ketti Faber, 
ever again – he doesn’t particularly enjoy looking back on their time together in Paris. Yet when 
she invites him to see her new chocolate factory near Brussels, he can’t resist. Not long after-
wards, Ketti is brutally murdered. Does her death have anything to do with the mysterious plan-
tation in West Africa from which she sourced her fair-trade cocoa? And what’s the deal with the 
Ambassador of the Democratic Republic of the Congo to Luxembourg, who died around the 
same time as Ketti did? As Kieffer begins to investigate, he uncovers a crime of vast dimensions 
– and learns that chocolate can be a very bitter business. 
 
“Hillenbrand is an elegant stylist, capable of spinning complex stories with a light touch.”  
– Hamburger Abendblatt 

Tom Hillenbrand, born in 1972, studied European politics, was a 
trainee at the Holtzbrinck School of Journalism and worked as editor 
at Spiegel online. For his crime novel Drohnenland (“Drone Land”) he 
received the Glauser Award 2015 for Best Crime Novel and the Kurt 
Laßwitz Award 2015 for Best Science Fiction Novel. His historical 
adventure novel Der Kaffeedieb (“The Coffee Thief”), published in 
2016 became a bestseller and was translated into several languages. 
His most recent title, the science-fiction thriller Hologrammatica was 
published in 2017. Bittere Schokolade (“Bitter Chocolate”) is the sixth 
volume in the culinary crime series featuring detective Xavier Kieffer. 
Tom Hillenbrand lives in Munich. 
 
Rights to his books have been sold to France, Italy, Japan, the 
Netherlands, Poland, Russia, Serbia, Spain, Turkey and Ukraine. 

 
© Stephanie Füssenich 

 
  

Over 600,000 
copies of his 
books sold 

 Other titles in the series:  
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Lenz Koppelstätter 
 

Das Tal im Nebel 

The Valley in the Fog  

 

Crime Novel – 352 pages 
ISBN  978-3-462-05191-9 
Paperback 
 
Publication: January 2019 
 
 

 
In his fourth case Commissario Johann Grauner has to deal with dark forces that cause 
mayhem far beyond the borders of South Tyrol  
 
In the late fall, when the fog hangs thick between the countless apple trees, the bodies of two 
women are discovered in the lowlands. No mayor or priest has anything to say down here, in 
the wide valley between the sloping vineyards; down here, the farmers call the shots. They 
quickly present Commissario Grauner and his Neapolitan colleague Saltapepe with the mur-
derer: according to them, Heinrich Zwölfer did it. Yet a mysterious scrap of paper makes the 
investigators doubt this conclusion. Grauner sounds out the fruit and wine growers, and acci-
dentally winds up at a symposium on Gewürztraminer. Meanwhile, Saltapepe interrogates 
prostitutes along the state highway by night, oblivious to the shadows creeping up on him from 
between the apple trees… 

Lenz Koppelstätter, born in 1982, spent over 10 years in Berlin 
before recently moving back to his native South Tyrol. After 
studying politics in Bologna and social sciences in Berlin, he 
graduated from the German School of Journalism in Munich. He 
works as an author and media developer for numerous re-
nowned publishers, magazines and newspapers. The first three 
books in his series featuring Commissario Grauner, Der Tote am 
Gletscher (“Death on the Glacier”), Die Stille der Lärchen (“The 
Silence of the Larches”) and Nachts am Brenner (“Night at the 
Brenner Pass”) have enjoyed enormous popular and critical 
success.    

 
© Gene Glover 

 
  

Other titles in the series:  

  

Rights to the first case have been 
sold to Italy. 
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Thomas Raab 
 

Walter muss weg 

Frau Huber ermittelt (Der erste Fall) 

Walter Has to Go – 

Mrs. Huber Investigates (The First Case) 

Crime Novel – 390 pages 
ISBN 978-3-462-05095-0 
Hardcover 
 
Publication: September 2018 

 
 
Glaubenthal, an out-of-the-way idyll straight out of a postcard. Gentle hills, dense forests, up-
standing residents, and plenty of fresh air. But Hanni Huber knows better; after all, she lives on 
the edge of this town and some things here really stink to high heaven – the dead bodies in 
various basements in particular.  
 
One of these corpses is at the heart of Thomas Raab’s new crime novel: that of Walter Huber, 
Hanni’s husband, who died under extremely mysterious circumstances. But why look into it? 
All that really matters is that he’s dead. While Mr. & Mrs. Huber may have spent their entire 
lives together, for the most part they actually lived deliberately past each other. So old lady 
Huber is looking forward to her well-earned retirement now – too soon, as it turns out.  
At Walter’s funeral, in front of the assembled mourners, his coffin falls into the grave and pops 
open to reveal the wrong body. Which of course begs the question not only of who is respon-
sible for this death and what else is lying around in the graves of Glaubenthal, but above all: 
Where is Walter?  
 
With magnificent black humor, Thomas Raab writes about how grumpy Mrs. Huber sets off in 
search of her missing husband in the heart of the shady world of Glaubenthal – with unsolicit-
ed support from an odd, incredibly impudent little urchin, who at least has the promising last 
name of Glück – which means luck or happiness in German. 
 
 
Thomas Raab was born in 1970 and lives with his 
family in Vienna, where he works as a writer, composer 
and musician. He has been nominated for and has 
received numerous literary and musical awards, includ-
ing the Leo Perutz Prize for crime fiction in 2013. His 
crime novels featuring the furniture restorer Willibald 
Adrian Metzger are among the most successful in Aus-
tria; to date, ARD has adapted two of these novels for 
television.  
In 2017, Thomas Raab received the Austrian Crime 
Fiction Prize, which was awarded for the first time that 
year. “Still” 
 
Rights to his books have been sold to Czech Re-
public, Japan, Poland, Spain and the Netherlands.  

© Ingo Pertramer 
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Frank Schätzing  
The Tyranny of the Butterfly  
Thriller – 736 pages 
ISBN 978-3-462-05084-4 
Hardcover  
First release: April 2018 
#1 Bestseller (SPIEGEL Bestseller List) 
English sample translation and summary available  

Cornucopia of wishes? Or Pandora’s box? In his new thriller the 
author of the international bestseller Der Schwarm (“The Swarm”) 
outlines the scenario of a technology that will radically change our 
lives, with the potential to dramatically improve it – or destroy us 
all: artificial intelligence. 

Frank Schätzing, born in 1957, worked as a copywriter in inter-
national agencies (BMZ, DDB) and is the co-founder of the adver-
tising agency Intevi. For his novels and thrillers he has received 
the Corine Award 2004, German Science Fiction Prize 2005 and 
The Golden Feather 2005. His eco-thriller Der Schwarm (“The 
Swarm”, 2004) sold more than 4.5 million copies and was pub-
lished in 26 countries.  

"Who will control whom in the future? A question that is much 
more than just a good topic for a novel." ‒ Tagesschau  

Rights sold to: Czech Republic (Euromedia), Italy (Nord), 
Hungary (Athenaeum), Norway (Bazar), Turkey (Pegasus) 

 
 

 

David Schalko 
Heavy Bones 
Novel – 576 pages 
ISBN 978-3-462-05096-7 
Hardcover 
First release: April 2018 
Recommended for Translation by New Books in German 
#2 Bestselling Title April 2018 (Austrian Book Trade Association) 
English sample translation available 

With plenty of black humor but also great empathy, David Schalko 
draws a picture of the rise and fall of the Austrian underworld 
between 1935 and 1962, offering a fascinating glimpse inside 
people whose souls have been murdered by the Nazi rule. 

David Schalko works as developer of TV programs, author and 
film director. He is a huge star in Austria thanks to his two TV 
series Braunschlag and Altes Geld. His remake (for TV) of the 
great Fritz Lang classic M is set to air in fall 2018. He has written 
five books to date. Schwere Knochen is the first title published by 
Kiepenheuer & Witsch. 

"Schalko's novel is a great grotesque, amusing and cynical,  
disturbing and enlightening, and very, very different."  
– Spiegel online 

Rights sold to: Hungary (Athenaeum) 

Over 200,000  

copies sold 
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Jonas Baeck 
 

Wenn die Sonne rauskommt, fahr ich 
ohne Geld – Mit dem Roller nach Dublin 

If the Sun Comes Out, I’m Going Without 
Money – to Dublin on a Scooter 

 

Travel – 272 pages 
ISBN 978-3-462-05211-4 
Paperback 
 
Publication: January 2019 

 
An incredible journey across Europe – without money and as proof of great love 
 
As a 23-year-old actor, Jonas Baeck falls head over heels for a fellow student – on stage, in 
Romeo and Juliet. When summer vacation begins, he hatches a plan that’s as crazy as it is 
romantic: a trip to Dublin on a scooter. As proof of his love, he wants to bring his Juliet an old 
edition of Shakespeare. And, as if that weren’t enough, he decides that if the sun comes out by 
the time he sets out he’ll leave his money and cell phone at home. 
 
On the road, he encounters generous gas-station attendants, whimsical street musicians, new 
friends, the Bard (again and again) and, last but not least, himself. Moments of happiness and 
despair await him – as do countless adventures. He acts, sings and yearns his way across 
Europe, doing unimaginable things. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jonas Baeck, born in 1981, is an actor. After training in Bo-
chum, numerous theater engagements took him to Bielefeld, 
Berlin and Mannheim and then back to his native Cologne. 
Among other prizes, he has won the Cologne Actors Award and 
Heidelberg Theater Award. In addition to his stage performanc-
es, he has also appeared in film and television productions,  
including Lars von Trier’s Nymphomaniac and the successful 
series Der Club der roten Bänder (“The Red Band Society”). 

 
© Niclas Weber 
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Aladin El-Mafaalani 
 

Das Integrationsparadox ‒ 

Warum gelungene Integration zu mehr 
Konflikten führt 

The Integration Paradox ‒ Why Successful 
Integration Leads to More Conflict  

Politics/Immigration – 256 pages 
ISBN 978-3-462-05164-3 
Paperback 
Publication: August 2018 
SPIEGEL-bestseller 
English sample translation available 

 
An eye-opening book that gives a new impetus to discussions about integration  
 
The author of this groundbreaking book offers a new outlook on integration policies: Those 
who assume that a lack of conflict is an indicator of successful integration and an open society 
are mistaken. Conflicts arise not because the integration of immigrants and minorities has 
failed, but because it is increasingly successful. Social coalescence generates controversy and 
defensive populist reactions all around the world. 
 
Reading this book, you will: 

- understand why immigration will continue to be an issue and what paradoxical effects 
integration has 

- discover that the contrasts between opponents and supporters of an open society run 
straight through the conventional political categories of “right” and “left”  

- find out where the extreme backlash comes from 
- be better prepared in debates to counter those who romanticize multiculturalism, on 

the one hand, and proponents of isolationism, on the other 

- realize that the challenges modern societies are facing are completely different than 
we thought.  

 
Aladin El-Mafaalani gets to the bottom of the state of our society and shows why opponents of 
an open society have renewed clout in so many western nations.  
 
 
 
Aladin El-Mafaalani, born in 1978, studied 
political science, sociology, economics and 
ergonomics in Bochum. After teaching at the 
vocational college in Ahlen, he worked as a 
professor of political science and political  
sociology at the Münster University of Applied 
Sciences. His work in the fields of educational, 
immigration and urban research have received 
multiple distinctions. Since 2018, he has been 
working for the North Rhine-Westphalian  
Ministry for Children, Families, Refugees and 
Integration in Düsseldorf. 

 
© Wilfried Gerharz 
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Kerstin Hämke 
 

Ein gutes Buch kommt selten allein ‒ 

Das große Lesekreis-Handbuch 

The Big Book Club Handbook 

Reading Guide – 480 pages 
ISBN 978-3-462-05152-0  
Flexcover 
 
Publication: September 2018 
 

 
What’s better than a good story? A good story you can share with someone!  
 
More and more people want to talk about books they’ve just read. And many come together in 
book clubs to do so. They read current bestsellers, classics of world literature, thrillers and 
nonfiction books. In this book, Kerstin Hämke shows why reading together is so much fun and 
offers many practical tips: How often should you meet and when? How do you choose books 
that everyone will like? How do you deal with overbearing members? And how do you bring 
new energy to existing clubs? 
 
This practical guide also recommends 50 books by international authors that are particularly 
well suited for book club discussions and offers extensive suggestions of topics to discuss.  
 
Recommended titles include books by Muriel Barbery, Kamel Daoud, Vanessa Diffenbaugh, 
Dave Eggers, Cecilie Enger, Ian McEwan, Bi Feiyu, Jane Gardam, Ayelet Gundar-Goshen, 
David Guterson, Kent Haruf, Michel Houellebec, Siri Hustvedt, Daniel Kehlmann, Imre Kertész, 
Herman Koch, Sandor Marai, Gabriel García Márquez, Imbolo Mbue, Patrick Modiano, Herta 
Müller, Julie Otsuka, Claudia Piñeiro, José Saramago, Robert Seethaler, Kyung-sook Shin, 
Donna Tartt, Janne Teller, John Williams, Markus Zusak and many others. 
 
 
  
 
Kerstin Hämke, born in 1963, started her first book club  
17 years ago. She maintains the largest online platform of 
German-language book club advice and recommendations. 
Kerstin Hämke lives in Bad Honnef-Rhöndorf/ Rhine. 

 
© Guido Karp/ P41D.com 
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Udo Lindenberg / Thomas Hüetlin 
 

Udo 

Udo 

 

Biography/Rock Music – 304 pages 
ISBN 978-3-462-05077-6 
Hardcover  
 
Publication: October 2018 

 
"In old age, two things are important: radicalism and mastery."  
 
Udo Lindenberg is the epic figure of German pop. He helped create a counterculture that 
influences the country to this day and changed it for the better. Until the mid-1970s, rock ’n’ roll 
was a purely Anglo-American affair in Germany. Then Udo came along and changed 
everything. Half a century later, he’s still here – and bigger and more successful than ever.  
Udo tells the whole story: the failings and triumphs, defeats and victories. Based on Udo 
Lindenberg’s memories, reports by companions and members of his group, the 
Panikorchester, as written down by Thomas Hüetlin – the book is a gift for all fans, a one-of-a-
kind document of contemporary history and a breakneck ride through seven decades of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, with numerous illustrations by the master himself. 

Udo Lindenberg, born in Gronau in 1946, is Germany’s most im-
portant and successful rock musician. He is a lyricist, poet and 
visual artist. Since 1971, he has released 36 studio albums and 
eight live albums and has had numerous exhibitions as a visual 
artist. He has received countless awards and distinctions. In March 
2018, Panik City, an interactive multimedia project, opened in 
Hamburg. The musical Hinterm Horizont which features his music, 
has been playing in Berlin and Hamburg since 2011. 

 
© Tine Acke 
 
 

Thomas Hüetlin, born in 1961, worked for the lifestyle magazine 
Tempo and, since 1991, has been a foreign correspondent in New 
York and London for SPIEGEL. He has received numerous distinc-
tions for his reporting. To date, he has published Mein Leben am 
Limit/Reinhold Messner (Zurich, 2004) (“My Life at the Limit: Rein-
hold Messner”) and Gute Freunde – die wahre Geschichte des FC 
Bayern München (Munich, 2006) (“Good Friends – the True Story 
of FC Bayern Munich”). 

 
© Sigrid Rothe 



 
 

New Books • Frankfurt 2018 
 
 

World rights with Verlag Kiepenheuer & Witsch 
Iris Brandt: ibrandt@kiwi-verlag.de / Dorothee Flach: dflach@kiwi-verlag.de 29 

 

 

Irene Moessinger 
 

Berlin liegt am Meer 

Berlin Lies on the Sea 

 

Biography/Music – 464 pages 
ISBN 978-3-86971-160-7 
Hardcover (Galiani Berlin) 
 
Publication: August 2018 

 
The unusual life story of the founder of the Tempodrom, Berlin’s legendary event venue  
 
In the 1980s, the young adventuress Irene Moessinger had the brilliant idea of buying an old circus 
tent with an inheritance she unexpectedly came into. Setting it up on the sandy wasteland of Pots-
damer Platz in then West Berlin, she turned it into the Tempodrom dream factory. This was the place 
for young artists like Nina Hagen, Einstürzende Neubauten, Die Ärzte, Westbam, 3 Tornados and 
Meret Becker to try out their stuff, often for the first time. A unique art lab was born – one into which, 
not by chance, Wim Wenders had his angel soar in his iconic film Wings of Desire. 
 
In her book Irene Moessinger writes not only about this project of a lifetime, but also takes her readers 
on an excursion through a life story that shows how it is often precisely the unexpected twists that 
bring magic to our lives. As the daughter of an enterprising mother the author spent her childhood in 
the South of Spain, Andalusia, in a world of nuns, toreros and artists. This magical childhood came to 
an abrupt end in the austere boarding school of Salem. She then escaped to West Berlin in the 1970s 
where she led a double life as a nurse and squatter. Moessinger’s wildly colorful circus tent quickly 
became the hotbed of “Berlin culture”. The only problem was that it was located too close to the chan-
cellery for Helmut Kohl’s comfort. In the end, the Tempodrom affair shook Berlin – and gave 
Moessinger a chance to set out for new shores. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Irene Moessinger, born in 1949, spent her 
childhood in Andalusia and her teenage 
years on Lake Constance. In 1970, she 
moved to West Berlin, where she lived in a 
squat. For many years, she worked as a 
nurse in the intensive care unit of the Urban 
Hospital. In 1980, together with friends, she 
founded the Tempodrom, which she directed 
for 25 years. Today, she does therapeutic 
work with horses on the outskirts of Berlin, 
based on a method that she developed. 
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